FAMILY OF SPRIDLESTONE
John Fortescue of Spridlestone, 3rd = Alice dau. of John Cockworthy
son of John Fortescue of Wimpstone, of Cockworthy in Yarncombe
by Joan Prueston

Richard of
Elizabeth d. and c. h.
Spridlestone = of Robert Knolles
of North Nimms,
Herts died 1549.

Nicholas = Elizabeth Sture
died in 1550,
without issue

Nicholas
=
Groom Porter
to Henry VIII,
died 1549

Katherine
d. of Robert
Skinner of
Shelfield,
Warwickshire

Elizabeth = John Akelane
of Ackelane

Lewis, Baron
of the
Exchequer
died 1545

See Cookhill Branch

=

Anthony, Marshal
of the Army in
Ireland, 1547

Elizabeth d. and heir
of John Fortescue
of Fallapit.

See Fallapit (1st. Line) Branch

Humphrey = Elizabeth

John, born 1515
= Florence, dau. of Michael Vivian
of Trelawarren.

Humfrey Fortescue, ch. 29 Sep 1549

=
John
died 1602

Joan, dau.
of Robert
Shapleigh

Richard
died about
1580

Robert = ....

Mary = Peter Parnell

Honor

= Thomas Coffin

Elizabeth

Babara

John Fortescue ch. 1 Jul 1541
mar. Elizabeth Denham 27 Nov 1563
at Poughill, Cornwall
Mary = Symonds of
Halberton

Thomasina Fortescue ch. 9 Oct 1543
William Fortescue ch. 1 Dec 1544
The
Childen
of
Humphrey
and
Elizabeth
were all
christened
at
Poughill,
Cornwall

John
= ... dau.
John,
b. 1580,
of ...
d. 1609.
Pitt.

John, =
b. 1607

Edward

Elizabeth = Zachary
Blackallen.

....

Marjery Fortescue ch. 12 Nov 1546
Barnard Fortescue ch. 4 Apr 1548
Richard Fortescue ch. 29 Sep 1549
Mary Fortescue ch. 11 May 1552
mar. Nichus Browne 1 Oct 1571
at Ugborough, Devon
Julia Foretescue ch. 22 May 1556
Florence Fortescue ch. 22 May 1556

Edward,
d. 1702.

John

=

Edward

Bachelors
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John

Dorothy, dau.
of Richard
Crossing.

Richard

Nicholas

Richard Fortescue ch. 3 Oct 1564
Walter Forescue ch. 27 Jul 1567

Joanna Maria, =
mar. 1694

Nicholas Webb,
of Landulph,
in Cornwall

Dorothea, = Phineas
mar. 1695
Anthony
of Exeter

Elizabeth, = John Harwood,
mar. 1690 of Tamerton
in Cornwall

Rebecca, = George Fortescue,
5th dau.
brother to Henry Fortescue
of Buckland Filleigh
John Fortescue, of Bampton afterwards
Buckland Filleigh
See that Pedigree
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III.

The Fortecues of Spridlestone.

HE branch of the Wimstone Fortescues which comes next in order is that
which took its rise from John Fortescue the younger, third son of
William of Wimstone, by Mabel Powell, styled John Fortescue of
Spridlestone from the mansion and estate of Spridlestone in the parish of
Brixton, near Plympton, left to him by his father. He married Alice, daughter of
John Cockworthy or Keckworthy,1 of Cockworthy in Yarncomb, by whom he had
issue,—first, Richard; second, Nicholas, Groom Porter to Henry VIII., who died in
1549, and was ancestor of the present family of Knottesford Fortescue ; third,
Lewis, a Baron of the Exchequer, who died in 1545, having married the heiress of
the Fortescues of Fallapit; and fourth, Anthony Marshal of the army in Ireland,2 to
which office he was appointed by Patent dated December i8th, 1547, 38 Henry
VIII., under the title of " Marescall, exercitus et aliorum belligerorum in regno
Hiberniæ."3
He had two years before served in the expedition to Scotland, undertaken by Henry to
enforce his design of bringing about an union between England and Scotland by the
marriage of his son Edward with the Princess Mary. 4 The Earl of Lennox went to
Ireland to gain troops for this purpose, which were placed under the command of
the Earl of Ormonde. The Lord Deputy, St. Leger, writes thus to the Privy
Council:—
" Kilmainham, October 10th, 1545.
" The Erle of Lennox hath made such instant request to have with him John
Travers, Matter of the Ordonance, and Anthony Fortescue, with certain gunners and
archers, alleging to me that it was his Majesty's pleasure that he should have such
as he thought good, I have, by the permission of the Council here, put in readiness
the same John and Anthony, with a son of mine own; and with them one hundred
gunners and archers ; so as I reckon with mariners all, they shall be 2400 men,
with 10 or 12 ships well provided with good artillery, beside other botes." 5
This Anthony has been in many pedigrees confounded with Sir Anthony Fortescue,
brother of Sir John of Salden, and a much younger man, being born about 1536.

1

2
Lodge and Ashmole MS.
See Visitation of Surrey, 1530, 1572, 1623: HarL MS
4
Pat. Rolls, 3rd Hen. VIII., Lysons' Devon, ii. 73.
Rapin, i. 835; Carte's Ormonde, vol. i. p. f; •
5
State Papers, Hen. VIII., Part 3, p. 535.
3
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Richard Fortescue of Spridlestone, the eldest son, married Elizabeth daughter and coheir of Robert Knolles of North Mimms, in Hertfordshire; 1 by this lady, who
survived him, and died October 25, 1549, he obtained lands in Weke in the parish of
Sexley-Monachorum, in Devon, held of the king by knight's service. 2 Their issue
were two sons, John and Humphrey.
John of Spridlestone, the eldest son, was born in 1515; he married Florence daughter
of Michael Vivian of Trelawarren in Cornwall; by whom he had issue. with other
children, his son and heir John, married to Joan daughter of Robert Shapleigh,, and
a second son Richard, who left a will dated March 3, 1578, and proved May 3,
1580 which is extant, and of which a few particulars may be given, He alludes to
"an adventure on the seas" in which he took part. He leaves his lands called
Saltram in Plympton-St. Mary, which he had by demise from his father, to his
nephew John Fortescue, son his late brother Robert. He gives a bequest to the
poor of St. Andrew's, Holborn, and of Brixton ( i n Devon), and directs that five
gold rings with a tiger engraved thereon be made, one to be given to each os the
overseers of his will, namely, to
" John Fortescue of Spurlestone, my father ;
" George Davey of Claveley ;
" John Fortescue of Woode ;
" John Fortescue of Fallapitt, Esquire, and
" Walter Hele of Wollyngton. "
He leaves his elder brother John Fortescue his executor.
This elder brother died in the year 1602,3 leaving his eldest son, John, twenty-two
years old at his father's death. His second son, Edward, is described in his father's
will as "a prisoner at Litchbourne" (Lisbon ?). John, born 1580, only survived
until 1609, when he left his son and heir, also John, aged 2 years. 4 Of this John
Fortescue, who lived during the great Civil War, we have some particulars
preserved in the "Composition Papers." He was a Royalist, and was obliged to
compound for his estate for 2O2l, but appears afterwards to have joined the
Parliamentarians ; for there is a certificate, dated April 24, 1649 signed by Fairfax,
of his having been a "Lieutenant-Colonel of Reformadoes: Sir James Smythe's
Brigade, and came off upon the articles of Truro."
He in his turn died, and left, with other children, a son and heir Edward.5 who, in
1667, married Dorothy daughter of Richard Crossing, and died in 170 2 , h av i n g
had three sons, and five daughters.
1
3
5

Pedigree, Harl. MS. 1538, fol 87.
I.P.M.
Stemm. Fort.

2
4

I.P.M., p. 21.
I.P.M., Composition papers, and Biograph. Brit., 2000
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It is recorded of this Mr. Fortescue of Spridlestone, 1 that he caused to be
planted near to the churchyard of his parish of Brixton, in the year 1677, a fine
grove of elms, for the purpose of their being in due time sold for the benefit of
the poor. A stone placed on the spot bears this inscription : " This colony of elms
regularly disposed into walks, was planted in November, 1677, by Edward Fortescue
of Spridlestone, Esquire, churchwarden, with the approbation and contribution of
the majority of estated parishioners, to the intent that when perfect in growth
and sold lands may be purchased with the money for relief of the poor of this
parish, and that posterity reaping the advantage of our benefaction, may be
encouraged to provide for more succession by planting others in their place."
We are told by the historian of Devonshire that several of these trees have from
time to time been blown down by the wind and sold, and that in the year 1819
sixteen of them were cut down in fulfilment of the wish of the planter, and
produced a sum of 92l. 2s., which was funded for the poor, " as land cannot legally
be purchased," and their places were ordered to be filled with young trees. The
following lines were copied from the stone in 1796: —
" May Mithridate's spirit still affright,
Such as our living gallary's dispit,
Cleones and Agamemnon's fate
Seize on such as think not sacred wt. is bate,
And enemies, deemed to poor, to Church and State." 2

The sons of Edward Fortescue died unmarried, and the estates passed to the youngest
daughter Rebecca Fortescue. She married George Fortescue of Tavistock, younger
brother of Henry Fortescue of Buckland-Filleigh, who by her had a son John, of
Bampton in Oxfordshire, who inherited that estate upon the death, in 1752, of his
cousin Mary daughter of the Right Honourable William Fortescue Master of the
Rolls, and who, in right of his mother the heiress of Spridlestone, succeeded to the
latter property also—he had no issue, and both the properties passed at his death to
his sister, Rebecca Fortescue.
Thus it appears that the elder line of the Spridlestone family, which began with John
Fortescue the younger, third son of William Fortescue of Wimstone, failed in the
male line upon the death of Edward Fortescue in 1702.
Rebecca Fortescue, who succeeded to Spridlestone, married Caleb Inglett, Esquire, of
Chudleigh, and was succeeded at Spridlestone by her son Richard, who took the
name of
1
2

Lysons' Devon, Part ii. p. 75 and from Brixton Register in Stemmata Fortescuana.

Stemmata Fortescuana. A very obscure doggrell! the note says " it was copied as exactly as
possible from the Register.
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Fortescue, and was succeeded in his estates by his only son, John Inglett Fortescue,1 who, in 1785,
sold both Spridlestone and Buckland-Filleigh estates.
The purchaser of Spridlestone was Mr. Lane of Coffleet, and the old mansion of the Fortescues
is now inhabited by a farmer.2

1

Lysons' Devon, ii. 73.
See Monuments in Buckland-Filleigh Church, and Fortescues of Buckland-Filleigh in this work, for
further particulars.
2

